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Editor’s comment: 
“Complaining about a problem without proposing a solution is ca!ed 

whining.”  Theodore Roosevelt. 1858-1919 

Well, I hate to say it, but a second wave of this pandemic is 
looking imminent, if not already here! We will have to be 
particularly vigilant to avoid getting the same numbers as 
Victoria. We, unfortunately, took the decision to cancel the 
picnic at the Tench Reserve, this was more to do with weather 
conditions, rather than Covid-19. But we did go ahead with 
‘Ernie’s Lunch’, albeit at a different venue, The Peachtree 
being part of the same group that own The Crossroads Hotel. 
The Kingswood Sports Club hosted 21 of us for Seniors 
Lunches, they operate a really Covid-19 aware club. All non 
contact registration, non contact temperatures taken, reserved 
seating area for our group with spaced chairs and a Covid-19 
Marshall in attendance. And at $12 for the Seniors lunches, 
good value as well.                                                                      
We have received encouraging notification from The Nepean 
Belle as regards their registered Covid-19 Safety Plan, which 
leads us to think, that this event will go ahead. But, I know a 
few of you have already paid, but please do not pay before at 
least the 2nd. or 3rd. week of August, we don’t have to pay 
them until the 19th. August. If it was to be cancelled, refunding 
is a time consuming job! And we still do not have a full 
time Treasurer! This also applies to our Xmas party, the club 
has already paid a returnable holding deposit, so no rush to pay 
before November.                                                                           
Please keep your contributions to the Newsletter coming, I am 
starting to run out of items, especially ‘Guess Who’ and ‘ What 
our members are doing’. Also Barbara Davis is looking for 
more Ancestry stories. The midweek walking group is meeting 
every week, varying the days to suit, from Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. The last 2 weeks were at Jamison Park, then the 
Regatta centre. Next, back to the Nepean River.                                                                                                                                                     

Glen Davis (Editor)
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Come and join us 
on FaceBook and 
get daily news on 
the latest events, 

birthdays etc. We are completely 
private, all new Members have to 
be approved as do any new posts. 
Just search  Glenmore Park Probus 
Club.

Disclaimer
This Newsletter is prepared in editorial format for the information of members. It is written with care and in good faith but does not necessarily reflect Probus policy nor does the 

Editor accept responsibility for any action taken by any reader because of information contained within.

SITUATION VACANT.           
The Club needs a new Treasurer. 
Rosina Ward continues as acting 
Treasurer, but when the restrictions 
are lifted, she is off to pastures anew 
(Cairns). So, have we a member that 
will step up please?             
Contact me on 0412 629 945                                                                     

Glen Davis (Club President)

CLUB BANK DETAILS.     
Westpac.                                                      
BSB: 032278                                                                      
ACCOUNT NO: 131219                                                                                                                                
If you are unable, or do not like to do 
online banking, then you can post a 
cheque to us. Please contact Barbara 
or Glen Davis on  0412 629 945 or 
email: glenandbarb@icloud.com for 
address & details.                                             
Barbara Davis              
Membership O#cer 

          Welcome to new member, Brenda Sta$ord.            
Brenda has already attended a few meetings and joined us in 
activities with her friend Betty Watkins (our Registration 
Officer). We are looking forward to meeting you again at a 
Probus meeting when things return to normal……. A big welcome 
to Brenda from all at Glenmore Park Probus Club.

Barbara Davis (Membership Officer.)

GARDENING CORNER UK

As it is winter here and summer in the UK I thought I would use 
photos from some of my relatives gardens in England. The first 3 
are from my cousin Jean who lives in a Kent village called 
Weavering. Jean was the third born grandchild from the Treadway 
family, I’m the eldest. The next 5 are from my Uncle George 
Treadway’s garden in a Cambridgeshire village called Wisbech. 
George is the youngest of the 9 Treadway children, sadly the only 
one still with us. The last photo is from my cousin Jan’s garden in 
Belvedere Kent, she and her husband John also have an allotment, 
so hopefully I will get more photos from them. Jan’s dad, my 
uncle Bill, was the eldest of the 9 Treadway children.

Left to right                                   
Geranium, Rose, double Petunia,                
3 Hibiscus, Dahlia & Petunias, Poppy      
and finally Jan’s Hibiscus.

mailto:glenandbarb@icloud.com
mailto:glenandbarb@icloud.com
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TV Review: Karin Figg 
Bap%ste – Conclusion 
This series’ last episode screened on Friday, 17 June, with the sha=ering revela%on of who the informant is. It 
was a thrilling series and I very much enjoyed it – thank goodness my nails will have a chance to grow again!!! 
Les Misérables – New series on ABC – Saturdays – 8:15pm 
This TV Series is based on Victor Hugo’s epic novel by the same name. It takes place in early 19th-century 
France and depicts the life of Jean Valjean, a peasant who served 19 years in prison for stealing a loaf of 
bread. AUer his release he is relentlessly pursued by Inspector Javert … 
This story is, of course, famous as a musical. I have never felt that I wanted to see it, however, this TV series is 
presented as a drama and I am right into it.  
Beecham House – Channel 10 – Saturdays – 8:50pm 
Another historical drama situated in Delhi, India, around 1795.  John Beecham, formerly employed as a 
soldier working for the East India Company, becomes disillusioned by the ways this company treats the na%ve 
Indian popula%on, just to make a profit. As he takes up residence at his beau%ful Delhi estate, Beecham 
House, he brings with him a baby of mixed race. As the story develops, the intrigue and mysteries deepen, 
and his life becomes complicated. 
I am very par%al to historical drama. In this series Indian culture and the opulent lifestyle of the English during 
occupa%on in the 18th century is revealed. I am really enjoying this series. 
Vanity Fair – ABC – Sundays at 10:00pm 
This historical drama based on the novel by William Makepeace Thackeray (don’t you just love his middle 
name!) and depicts English society in a %me aUer the defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo. The story follows Miss 
Becky Sharp’s a=empts at social climbing. A very cunning and self-absorbed young lady, who gets what she 
wants by hook or by crook! 
I have read the novel and watched this series before. It is so deligh_ul that I am enjoying it all over again! 
Back Roads –ABC - Mondays – 8:00pm 
The Dampier Peninsula, Western Australia presented by Paul West. The Dampier Peninsula is hard to get to at 
present. It is reached by a rough, red dirt road, situated 60km north of Broome. However, there are plans to 
seal this road with bitumen, which will open one of Australia’s last wilderness areas to tourists. This is viewed 
with mixed emo%ons by the community living there.  
Thank goodness for this series, as I would otherwise never know anything about these places. I love it! 

TV Review: Glen Davis 
SBS - ONDEMAND - War of the Worlds Season 1  
This latest updated version of H.G.Wells famous book is based mainly in the UK and France, refreshingly not in the good 
old U.S. of A! The only drawback is that it involves some sub%tles, but, thankfully, they are done very well, as one who 
suffers with eyesight problems, this is much appreciated. No big special effects, but enough to make it believable, it relies 
on good drama and suspense with mul%ple story lines to keep you engrossed. We have watched 3 episodes and are 
looking forward to E4, being ONDEMAND, you can tune into E1 at your leisure. 
SBS - ONDEMAND - Season 2 Life Drawing Classes  
This is an interes%ng program for you budding ar%sts. Quite a bit of nudity, as you would expect, and varying levels of 
skill from students and teachers. Always wary of people that dress like they think an ar%st should look!! 
STAN - Yellowstone - Season 3. 
This con%nues to entertain, if slightly less urgent than previous seasons, but early days yet! 
ABC - IVIEW - Grand Designs Revisited 
Kevin McCloud is such a great presenter, although I enjoy both The Australian & NZ versions, the presenters could learn 
much from Kevin. This series revisits previous builds in the UK which makes for an intriguing look at the lives of the 
owners years aUer. As you Aussies would say, ‘a real s%cky beak’, at least, that’s what our daughter-in-laws would say. 
ABC - IVIEW - Escape from the City  
I like this program, based on the BBC’s ‘Escape to the Country’, as, like ‘Back Roads’, I get to see different parts of 
Australia. It’s weakness lies in some of the presenters, especially Simon Marnie, who’s stomach comes round the corner 
before he does! And, just like the BBC’s version, hardly any of the ‘buyers’ actually make a purchase. 
ABC - IVIEW - The Repair Shop - S2 E1 available un%l 12 Aug 
This lovely gentle program from the BBC, is a ‘workshop’ where various ar%sans prac%ce their skills repairing and 
rejuvena%ng precious an%ques artefacts and heirlooms for the general public. Can bring a tear to the eye. 
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Disclaimer
This Newsletter is prepared in editorial format for the information of members. It is written with care and in good faith but does not necessarily reflect Probus policy nor does the 

Editor accept responsibility for any action taken by any reader because of information contained within.

Book Review by Lorraine Batterham of Delia Owens’ “Where the Crawdads Sing” 


This widely acclaimed first novel by wildlife scientist, Delia Owen, has gained extensive 
praise for its originality. It appealed to me as it is set in the swamps of North Carolina, 
where the protagonist, a young girl from a marsh family becomes the subject of gossip 
and innuendo and a challenge for the "local lads." " Swamp Girl," as she is known 
rarely appears in the local town, escapes the educational authorities and survives 
alone to grow into a striking looking young woman. Her life is governed by the 
creatures of the marshes, the marsh itself , and the waterways with their seasonal 
changes.  Her own ingenuity ensures she lives freely but she does have friends who 
increasingly look out for her as she grows to trust them. 
She educates herself in the birdlife in particular, and begins to draw and record 
information on them. By a series of coincidences, she achieves an education, remains 
free  but alone, develops two close relationships with males her age and earns money. 
These coincidences do not seem so contrived when reading to "find out what happens 
next", to me they came more in retrospect after completing the novel.
Well worth the read and the omissions along the way.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020

NEW   
September 

22nd. 9:30am

Nepean 
Belle 

Cruise

Morning in the Gorge. Boarding 9:30am. Cruise 10:00-11:30am. Includes 
Devonshire Tea with tea & coffee. $27pp. Payment due by 19th. August. 
EFT use code NB26+surname. Cheques, see P2 for details. We already 
have 38 for this event, capacity is 50 max. You might be able to still book. 
Contact Barbara Davis or Chris Brenton. Report any food allergies to us.

NEW  
December 

8th. 12 Noon
Club Xmas 

Lunch

PROBUS CHRISTMAS LUNCH @ WINBOURNE Winbourne Function 
Centre, Mulgoa Road, Mulgoa.Two course meal + juice/tea/coffee. BYO, 
entertainment, Bon Bons, raffles etc. Members $25 Guests $32, pay Nov. 
DD code XP27 + Surname. At present we have 64 Members booked 
with a limit of 70. The limit may alter depending on Covid-19 
restrictions. Strictly first come, best dressed!                                        
*** Watson Coaches have offered to take Members to and from the 
venue. Pick up point TBA. Cost $10pp.***

November 
5-10

Balance due 
September

JACARANDA FESTIVAL - Coach trip. Approximate costs $1189 pp twin 
share, single supplement $340, based on  minimum 30 people. Only 23 
rooms available. 5 nights Hotel with breakfast & dinner + 2 Lunches.      

November 
1-9

Pick up 
point TBA

9 DAY RIVER MURRAY TRIP - plus Kangaroo Island, aboard The 
Proud Mary. Limited cabins, $400 deposit required. Prices from $4495 
pp twin share, $5795 per single. All payments direct to Lisa of Proud 
Mary. Balance September

ACTIVITY GROUPS

CANASTA @ KAYS  11:00am 2nd, Wednesday every month. Contact Kay Cane for details.

MID WEEK WALKING 
GROUP

8:00am: Days and locations vary, coffee and chat after. Contact Robert 
Hillsmith or Glen Davis or check our FaceBook page.                      

FOR ALL THOSE MEMBERS BOOKED ON THE JACARANDA FESTIVAL TRIP PLEASE 
READ THE IMPORTANCE NOTICE FROM ORGANISER PAT RYAN ON PAGE 9            

(LAST PAGE) OF THE NEWSLETTER.                                                                                   
FOR THOSE MEMBERS THAT RECEIVE THE PRINTED VERSION, THERE IS A SEPERATE NOTE. 
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INTERESTING ANCESTORS 

THE DAY WE WALKED BACK IN TIME
A Lovely Day of Memories by Joan Cotterill

 A friend of mine had mentioned that as a child she 
had lived in Third Street, Ashbury, a suburb between 
Ashfield and Canterbury, during the 1930s. I laughed, 
and told her that I had lived in Second Street, Ashbury at 
the same time. We thought that it would be a good idea 
to go back for a visit, and reminisce. Our friend Dot came 
along for the adventure.

We arrived at Yeo Park Infants School, “The 
School in the Park” where we had both attended. The 
Secretary, Chris,  introduced us to the Principal, Stacey 
Furner, who welcomed us to the school, and took us into 
the classrooms, where the teachers and pupils asked us 
questions, about our time at the school. We told them 
about going into the park at morning tea, and playing on 
the Swings, Monkey Bars, and the Razzle Dazzle. Chris 
told us that the Council had removed the Razzle Dazzle 
unexpectedly in the mid 1990s. It had been beloved by 
children for over 60 years. The children still go into the 
park and play at the morning tea break. 

Chris told us that most of the people who had 
come to the recent Anniversary Celebrations, said the 
same thing about the school - of having a special feeling 
about their “School in the Park”. To this day there are no 
fences around the school. It is just there,  in the middle of 
a large park, and Trinity Grammar School is at the top 
end of the park.

The school was opened in 1929, with 62 pupils 
and 7 staff.                                                    Joan Co!"ill

CHARLES JAMES BULLIVANT
Sydney Watermen

[Joan Cotterill’s Great Great Grandfather]

The first water transport from Sydney to North 
Sydney was provided by individual ‘Watermen’. Charles 
James Bullivant my great great grandfather was a 
waterman. His Waterman’s Licensed Boatman’s 
Medallion was number 753. His sons Maurice and 
Gerard were also watermen, ferrying people from Blues 
Point to Dawes Point.

The Old Commodore “Billy Blue”, owner of Blues 
Point land, provided early ferry services to Sydney in 
small boats. The individual watermen were ideal, so long 
as they charged reasonable fares, and were available at 
all hours. It was a water taxi service providing transport 
from North Sydney across the Harbour to Sydney Town.

In 1870 there were 130 active licensed watermen 
and the Water Police Office admitted that there was little 
supervision of them. It cost only 5 shillings to obtain a 
licence and many people did so, particularly at times 
when visiting ships entered port from overseas, or when 
there were special regatta days on the Harbour,

Charles’ Medallion has been passed down 
through the family.             

Joan Co!"ill

If you have any interesting family history stories, skeletons, mysteries, amazing people. Please let Glen or 
Barbara know if you wish to share it.

MY PIONEERING de ROSE ANCESTORS

On researching my family tree, I was very 
surprised to learn that I have a link to Australia. Most of 
my de Rose ancestors were Gunmakers, in London, so 
what a surprise to learn that George Stevenson de Rose, 
a Gunmaker, was head hunted by the South Australian 
Military Forces to have the relative rank of Captain of the 
Militia, Military Store-man [basically, in charge of ordering 
armarments]. He emigrated on The Jessie Isabel, 1866, 
with 1 ton of household and personal effects at a cost to 
the Australian Government of £126, along with his wife 
Diana, 3 sons aged 16, 10 & 4, a daughter aged 8 and a 
baby boy. The couple previously lost two baby girls. After 
arriving in Adelaide, three months after departing 
Gravesend, Kent, Mr. de Rose was expected to work one 
week after arriving, at a salary of £200 per annum.

William Frederick the eldest son, followed in his 
father’s footsteps rising to the rank of Quartermaster and 
Lieutenant in the Army Ordnance Dept. 

George James, his second son became a civil 
servant, working as a records clerk in the Education Dept. 
and also acting as Accountant to the Teacher’s 
Superannuation Fund.

Charles Henry aged 15 went prospecting for gold 
in the Adelaide Hills, when he joined forces with 
W.G .Brookman and S.W. Pearce to form a syndicate. He 
travelled to WA having many exploits in the goldfields. In 
1893 the trio pegged out Lake View, The Australian and 
other mines, discovering gold north east of Coolgardie. 
They staked claims to 400 acres of what is now The 
Golden Mile, Great Boulder and Kalgoorlie. In 1895 he 
purchased thirteen Kalgoorlie town bocks. During 1896 he 
suffered from typhoid and recovered, made a rich 
discovery in the Brown Hill, a lease was granted for 3202 
acres for the Goldfields Water Scheme, he developed and 
owned Hannan’s Club, Kalgoorlie with partner Brookman.

In 1897 he took a trip back to England, sponsored 
the artist Hans Heysen to travel and study art in France, 
built Hannan’s  Gentleman’s Club, began building houses 
and villas on Duggan Street, with Brookman.. all this and 
he was just 18 years of age. In 1900 he returned with a 
substantial fortune to live in Adelaide with his wife and 
daughter. He died in 1957 aged 95 years, having won and 
lost a fortune.

Alfred Ernest was a clerk in a copper mine and  
later a surveyor. He survey SA with Sturt and there is a hill 
named De Rose Hill after him. At age 40 he became a 
sheep farmer at Whites River, Louth Bay,SA.

This branch of the de Rose family did very well for 
themselves, whereas the ones they left behind in London 
continued with gun-making and later reverted to other 
occupations. Sadly my de Rose ancestors came from the 
poor side, and it would take over another 100 years before 
I would end up in Australia.

Barbara Davis
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                             Committee Members 

President: Glen Davis                     0476 187 670 Vice President: Mandy Stevens            0439 323 103                                                                              
Secretary: Mandy Stevens          0439 323 103     Acting Treasurer: Rosina Ward:              0450 039 420          
Tours & Social: Connie Cogle    0419 255 816 Membership: Barbara Davis   0412 629 945 
Hospitality: Kathleen Gilbert    0431 778 308 Web/ Lunches: Ernie Campbell   02 4732 4859   
Programs: Rayella Haines             0411 237 699 Newsletter:  Glen Davis    0476 187 670       
Welfare: Wendy Johnston            0403 338 887 Public O#cer: Robert Hillsmith   0429 015 861   
Assistants- Secretary: Rayella Haines 0411 237 699    Treasurer:  Judith Mahon 0430 529 635           
Hospitality: Wendy Johnston 0403 338 887            Tours & Social: Christine Brenton 029670 1184   

 Helpers-  Hospitality: Wendy Johnston. Tours & Social: Robert Hillsmith,  Judith Mahon,     
Leah Curds. Registration: Betty Watkins & Violet Mulcahy.  Library: Marion Turner & Jeanette 
Corlis. Chief  Welcomer: Barbara Orth. Equipment & Returning Officer: Peter Clay.                                                      
Group Leaders-  Canasta: Kay Cane. Chess: Brian Corlis. FaceBook & Zoom: Barbara 
Davis. Movies: Carole Gregory. Saturday Walking: Pat Ryan. Gardening: Helen Skepper.       
Mid-Week Walking: Robert Hillsmith. 

GUESS WHO?                                            

Did you guess right? Of course, it’s 
our Librarian, Marion Turner with 

husband, Rex. 

This lady today is well known to you 
all, could be di#cult, she is very 

young in this photo, you might know 
her husband as well!

OUR NEWSLETTER SPONSOR

THANK YOU to HARVEY NORMAN for their generosity in 
printing our Glenmore Park Probus Club Newsletter free 
of charge, with a special thank you to Derren.  
When shopping at Harvey Norman, don’t forget to wear 
your Probus badge as they will really look after you. 

IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION
We have had strict guidelines from PSPL on how to conduct ourselves when organising any events 
under the Probus banner. At a later date we will send all Members a copy of the email sent to all Group 
Leaders. The main reason they have issued these guidelines is to ensure we stay within the rules that 
ensure we are covered by their Insurance scheme. We must maintain a record of all attendees with 
their contact details, most of the rest of the guidelines, relevant to individual Members, are the same as 
usual, keeping your distance and using a hand sanitiser. If you are unable to comply with these 
conditions, you will not be able to attend any of our Probus events. We have emailed our Group 
Leaders with these guidelines, if you feel these are not being strictly adhered to, then the Committee’s 
advice is, don’t attend and inform the Committee of your concerns.                                                          
On behalf of the Management Committee: Glen Davis (Club President)
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They're Back ! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God for the 
church ladies with typewriters. These sentences actually appeared in 
church bulletins or were announced at church services:

1) The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

2) Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be 
recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.                                
3) The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water. ‘The sermon 
tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.                                                                  
4) Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of 
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 
5) Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.                                 
6) Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving 
obvious pleasure to the congregation.                                                       
7) Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the 
help they can get.                                                                                     
8) Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the 
church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.                    
9) At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is 
Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice.                                         
10) Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. 
Please use large double door at the side entrance.


THE FUNNIES PAGE

DON’T SHOOT  THE 
MESSENGER, THIS WAS SENT   

TO ME BY ERNIE CAMPBELL    !

GARDENING CORNER AUSTRALIA: Alan Curds’ Orchids & Marion Turner’s Bird Bath
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Left to right               
Leah Curds’ card. - Helen 
Skepper at Manly. - 
Mandy Stevens Whale 
watching, Sydney. - 
Marion Turner on her 
exercise bike. - Connie 
Cogle, off to buy milk! 

Wendy Johnston’s lates blanket. - Marion’s Knitted socks.         
Barbara Davis’ latest Jigsaw puzzles.                               
And finally, Midweek walking group Left to right. Glen 
Davis, Irene Grundig, Pam Blain, Robert Hillsmith. 
Photo Judith Mahon. ( Barbara Davis still nursing her 

knee. Kathleen and Liz, still in bed! ) "

ERNIE’S LUNCH AT KINGSWOOD SPORTS CLUB           Photos: Barbara Davis

WHAT OUR MEMBERS ARE DOING
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Jacaranda Tour Update

Thursday 05 November 2020 – Tuesday 10 November 2020

It has been very uncertain times we have been living through in the past 
6 months and it is very difficult to determine what is going to happen by 
November.

I have been in contact with Hopkinsons our tour company and checked 
with the website for the Jacaranda Festival.

At the current time bus tours are still able to offer their services and the 
Jacaranda Festival is timetabled to go ahead as planned. The cost will 
remain the same as long as we have more than 30 people.

If there are any people who would like to join this tour please contact 
me. No deposit is required at this time. Final payment will be due by 23 
September 2020.

But things could change. We now have an extended timetable till  
September to cancel the tour and access a refund of our deposit if the 
government changes the lockdown requirements. 
This means no-one will lose any money. 

We therefore have  two months before we have to make a final decision 
without losing our deposits.

If our tour is not cancelled I believe we should still all take extra safety 
requirements and wear face masks and use sanitiser on the bus.

I am looking forward to our next Probus meeting to clarify any issues 
you may like to discuss with me.

Pat Ryan
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