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A man who is his own lawyer has a fool for a client
PRESIDENTS ANNUAL REPORT TO 2018 A.G.M.
It is with pleasure that I submit this report to the members on the Club’s activities for the 2017/18 Probus Year.
To Secretary Pat Ryan, my thanks for the manner in which you carried out your duties as secretary of the club. In addition, Pat
took on the responsibility of organising two away trips to Kangaroo Island and Tasmania which was over and above the call of
duty. Once again, my sincere thanks.
The Treasurer, Irena McKenzie, stepped down due to personal reasons mid-term, and Rosina Ward took over in this portfolio. Both carried out the requirements of this position with professionalism, and the Club finances have never been sounder. My personal thanks to both Rosina and Irena, although Irena has since moved to the Central Coast.
Tours and Social was managed with competence by Brenda Emersen, and the activities were many and varied. Unfortunately,
Brenda had to step down in July due to ill health. The away trip to Central Australia will be long remembered by all those who
went. My personal thanks Brenda for all your efforts over the years. Christine Brenton took over the position from Brenda, and
as a committee newcomer has done a great job. Unfortunately, due to family problems Christine is unable to continue in the Tours
Portfolio. Christine, I thank you for taking on this position at short notice and for the efforts you contributed.
Programmes were looked after by both Rosina Ward, and by Rayella Haines, after Rosina took on treasury. Both have
organised excellent speakers covering a wide range of topics, which were appreciated and enjoyed by the members.
Welfare Officer, Carole Gregory, has performed in this portfolio with great feeling and compassion, and has kept in touch with
those members who were unwell with cards, phone calls and personal visits. Carole also went out of her way to transport members
to appointments etc. Carole also organises the Club’s Movie Group, and has a good eye for choosing interesting films for the group
to see. Again, my personal thanks.
Membership was very capably looked after by Barbara Davis who was on the committee for the first time. Barbara worked
extremely hard to update the membership, birthday, and next of kin lists. She has also made a concentrated effort to publicise the
club to prospective new members. This resulted in a good number of visitors, but unfortunately, only netted a few new members on
this occasion, but hopefully, will be more successful next year. Barbara, thank you for your efforts.
Newsletter Editor was Glen Davis, who took on this job with great gusto. Glen was another first timer on committee, and completely overhauled the format. Glen, increased each issue from 2 to 4 pages and introduced the ‘life walk’ of various members which
was of great interest to all. Thanks, Glen, and keep it up.
Catering was capably handled by Kay Kane who had everything ready on time each month. Many thanks Kay I hope you get the
rest you deserve.
After 13 years as ‘Public Officer’, Brian Corlis has had to stand down due to health issues. Public Officer is a vital position within the club, and in addition, Brian has acted as Returning Officer at each A.G.M. Many thanks Brian for all that you have done
for G.P.P.C.
A special thank you to Betty Watkins and Violet Mulcahy on the welcome table, Marion Turner on the book swap table, and
Dorothy Thomas on the tours table. Your contribution and dedication to the smooth running of the club is appreciated by all.
In closing, I would like to thank the Members for affording the privilege of being President of this wonderful club. I sincerely thank the committee and the members for the support and friendship they have shown me over the past 12 months. It has been a
very enjoyable experience indeed, one I will never forget. I wish the incoming President and Committee every success in the coming
year, and to this end I pledge my continued support.
Yours in Probus,
Ernie Campbell.

EDITORS COMMENT

I would like to congratulate Ernie on his wonderful year as our President and to thank him personally for all the help
and advice he has afforded me during his tenure. He, of course, is still our Web Master and I am sure he will not miss
an opportunity to amuse us with his monthly jokes :-], well done Ernie. Well, what a busy month it has been with
Probus, the Movie group saw “Finding your Feet” on 24th Feb. a very amusing English Comedy with Imelda Staunton,
Timothy Spall, Celia Imrie & Joanna Lumley. Then on the 28th we had our Harbour Cruise with High Tea, there were
19 of us on 2 tables with our own private area at the bow of the ship with a nice balcony. Food was good and Sydney
was as pretty as it always is. 5th March, Barbara & I had the pleasure of Interviewing Iris Kilminster for her Bio
which you can read in this issue. 10th the Movie Group saw “All the Money in the World”, a very tense, and at times, a
gruesome telling of the kidnap and ransom of Paul Getty Junior. Then on the 14th, we went to the Burning Log in
Windsor for the Irish show. Parking was difficult but the food was very good if a little slow in coming. The 3 piece
group were very good, the MC worked very hard to entertain everyone, although for Barbara & myself, it was too
early an era. 17th the Movie group has “ Molly’s Game”. I will tell you about it in the next issue when we have seen it.
Glen Davis.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL. Monday 30th. :The Good Old Days Concert at Sydney Town Hall. The Magnificent Voice of Tahu
Rhodes - in concert. 2:00 pm show. Have lunch first. Please arrive 1:30pm to be seated.
May 1st.-8th. 2018: Melbourne to Adelaide, Great Ocean Road.
MAY. Thurday 24th. :Nepean Lunch Cruise at 11:30am. Cost p.p. $53:00. Pay at the April meeting.
JULY. Tuesday 24. :Christmas in July Lunch at Blue Mountains Hotel, Lawson. Cost p.p. $21:00. Buy
own drinks. Pay at the May meeting.
OCT. Wednesday 3rd. : ’EVITA’ at Sydney Opera House at 1:00pm. Cost p.p. $83.90. Pay $10 deposit at
March meeting, balance at June meeting.
NOV. 29th-30th. : 2 day Hunter Valley Christmas Lights Tour. $300 p.p. based on 30 people. Single
suppliment $50.
***PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CLUB CANNOT ISSUE REFUNDS OTHER THAN IN THE CASE THAT THE
EVENT IS COMPLETELY CANCELLED***

UPCOMING EVENTS
**October 19th.-27th. 2018: Tasmanian Trip. 2018: Visit Planetarium, Woolongong.
UPCOMING GUEST SPEAKERS
March: Julie-Anne Jones - Penrith Library Services.
April: Graham Wilcox - Federation. May: Martyn Killon - NSW Archives Kingswood.
WELFARE
Carole has made calls & sent cards to Pat Ryan, Roy King & Karen Figg.

MOVIE GROUP

17th. Mar. 1:15pm : ‘MOLLY’S GAME’. True story of an Olympic-class skier, who ran the worlds most exclusive high
stakes poker game & became an FBI target. Starring Jessica Chastain, Idris Elba & Kevin Costner.
7th. April, time TBA : ‘FILM STARS DON’T DIE IN LIVERPOOL’. Hollywood actress Gloria Grahame finds
romance and happiness with a younger man, but her life changes forever when she is diagnosed with breast cancer in the
1970’s. Starring : Annette Bening, Jamie Bell & Julie Walters.
12th. May, time TBA : ‘CROOKED HOUSE’. An Agatha Christie twisted tale. Starring : Glen Close & Jamie Bell.

ACTIVITY GROUPS

CANASTA @ KAYS HOUSE: 11:00am 2nd,Wednesday every month. Speak to Kay for more details.
WALKING GROUP: Every Saturday 7:30am. While the weather is hot! Meet at The Coffee Club Tench Ave.
Jamisontown or Glenmore Park. Any members interested, please speak to Pat Ryan, Club Secretary, at our meetings or
by phone as listed under Secretary on the Newsletter heading. The walking venue varies and suits most abilities.
CHESS & PHOTOGRAPHY: Any members interested in either of these activities should speak to Brian Corlis either
at our meetings or by phone as listed under Public Officer on The Newsletter Heading.

THIS MARCH MEETING

The guest speaker for March is Julie-Anne Jones subject - Penrith Library Services. Pay $10 deposit for
‘Evita’ show & $25 Probus Annual Fee. Election of new Committee. Roving microphone: (only if time)
Subject : unusual Funeral arrangements!

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

1st: Carole Gregory. 13th: Elaine Williams. 24th: Barbara Orth. 25th: Roy King. 30th: Gerald O’Sullivan.

And a very Special Wedding Anniversary, Ernie and Anne Johnson celebrate
62 years of Marriage.
........and finally, a huge thank you to Brian Corlis and Christine Brenton who are both retiring. Brian
retires after 13 years as our Public & Returning Officer. Ernie, our retiring President, has said far
more than I could ever say about Brian, in his Annual report. We are very fortunate indeed that Steve
Hackett has bravely stepped in to the position just as he has to perform as Returning Officer at our
Committee elections! Chris is another member who bravely stepped in, to replace Brenda Emerson,
who had to retire on health grounds. This came at a difficult time in Christine’s life as well and it is
with great sadness that we lose her talent and dedication as Tours & Social Secretary. I won’t embarrass her with too much praise :-].
And lastly, I have to say how disappointed we, the committee, have been to the response we have had
for the two big trips. When they were first offered to the membership, we had a show of hands of forty
plus for both. On the strength of this, we decided to persue both trips. The great Ocean Road Trip has
ended up with just 19 people and 6 of those are non members! The Tasmanian Trip’s price was based
on a minimum of 30, to date we have 22 and it is in danger of being cancelled! As a Club we cannot
sustain these bigger trips, with all the hard work that goes into organising them, with a such small
numbers. Sorry to end on a down note.
Glen Davis
DISCLAIMER
This Newsletter is prepared in editorial format for the information of members. It is written with care and in good faith but does not necessarily reflect Probus policy nor does the Editor accept responsibility for any action taken by any reader because of information contained within.

Iris Kilminster was born Iris Rose Harris on 12th December 1931 at Daneville Road,

Brixton, south-east London to Bessie and William Harris. As a small child she contracted
diptheria of the nose, which was a serious illness back then. She had just one brother, Peter, five
years her junior. Iris had a happy childhood, going to Dog Kennel Hill Primary School, but for
just half a day each day, during WW2. She clearly remembers the bombing of the London docks
and hearing Mr. Chamberlain on the radio announcing that the war had begun. Her parents
didn’t want their children evacuated so they decided that Bessie should take the two children to
live, for the duration of the war, with Bessie’s cousin in Kempsford, Gloucestershire in the west
of England. William would stay behind in London working, driving a lorry for Green’s
Lawnmowers. He had been too young to fight in WW1 and was now too old for WW2.
For a while Bessie and the children lived in the over-crowded council house with all the relatives, until Bessie
decided it was time to look for a place of their own, and William would join them. She eventually found a small cottage
on a farm at Kempsford, near Fairford Aerodrome. Iris loved living in the country, and went to the local village school.
The local school children loved to hear her speak funny “cockney”, egged on by a girl who would later become her sisterin-law. Iris left school aged 14 and went to work in a glove factory in Cricklake, Wiltshire, cycling 7 miles there and back
each day. She hated it.
Aged 19 in 1951 she married Kenneth Kilminster, a 24 year old local lad, who had done his National Service in
the army, as a Staff-Sergeant in Africa, now working as a builder. Her father had worked in the local concrete factory
making bricks, alongside Ken, and that is how Iris met him. All the girls fancied him, and he used to get Iris to take
notes to them, but she soon won his heart. Within the year Iris had given birth to their first daughter,Virginia, followed
by Gary [1953], Andrew [1955] and Michelle [1962]. In 1965 they had another son, Darren who sadly passed away three
weeks later. Iris had only taken him out in his pram once. Ken, with his business partner, bought a plot of land, building
4 bungalows, one for each of them to live in and two to sell. That would set him up. Iris worked in the school kitchens as
a ‘dinner-lady’ when the children were young. One day, the cook was ill, and Iris had to cook the meals. The children said
”Oh my gawd-what will we get!!” - but they all survived!! Iris enjoyed playing darts in the local women’s darts team at
‘The Axe and Compass” Pub. She loved to go for the double 19. She learned to drive, taking the test twice, but it was
unusual for women to drive at that time in UK.
One night Ken came home and said “I think we’ll go to Australia”. “I’m not bloody flying”, said Iris, “and I’m not
leaving the children’s toys behind. You’re not taking them halfway round the World without their toys!!” They didn’t!!
The house was sold, furniture sold, all packed up, and a few days before they were to sail the buyers pulled out. So they
had to leave things in the hands of the solicitors. They sailed on the ‘Achille Lauro’ as ‘£10 Poms’. They were treated very
well on the ship. Iris met a vicar from Lavender Bay, and he told her “Whatever you do don’t go to Waterloo” Where did
they end up? You guessed. Iris became so homesick, even sitting in the park crying, that eventually it made her ill. Ken
was working as a bricklayer, biking into the city each day. They could only stay so long in the accomodation, so they had
to look for somewhere to live. He was told that a lot of construction was going on in Penrith, skilled craftsmen were
needed. They had no idea where Penrith was. They crossed the names off, as they travelled on the train, to know where
they were. Back then Penrith was just one High street with shops. They looked at two houses, and bought one - the one
that Iris still lives in today. They lived there happily for a while, even taking in a young lad from Bathurst, friend of their
sons. Ken taught their son Andrew his bricklaying skills. Then, Ken began to get sick, taking a long time to get a diagnosis. It was cancer. Ken was treated in Governor Phillip Hospital, but he wanted to go home, so Iris got him home. After
he passed away Iris said “ I weren’t much cop for a while” - it hit her hard. She knew she now had to go to work, to keep
things going. She drove a pink Torana, which she loved. She’d been driving since before she left UK. A neighbour got her
a job at a bakers in Penrith, and she eventually became manageress. She left there to work at a cake shop in Springwood.
Sadly that closed, so it was back to Penrith to find another job. She had an interview with a very unpleasant man, who
undressed her with his eyes, so she said, “enough is enough, I’ll go on the pension”. It was then that she found her vocation... driving and meeting people, working as a volunteer for the Penrith Library service delivering books to those who
could not get to the library. She did this for 17 years, and on Australia Day 2006 was presented with a Community
Award, which is proudly displayed on her wall. When she eventually retired she was given ‘a bit of a do’ in appreciation.
It was a job that she loved.
Today Iris keeps busy with playing cards, her old age club and Probus. She loves to be out and about meeting
people. Her greatest joy, driving, was sadly taken away from her recently due to an eye condition, but she has many
friends and children to help her get out and about. Her children are all married, and she has 8 grandchildren and six
great grand-daughters. ‘Can’t one of you have a little lad” she says. ‘I love little lads”-[one of them is currently expecting,
so fingers crossed for a boy]. Her brother Peter now lives in Australia too, and often visits. Iris joined Probus in 2005
because she liked to be with people, “especially now the kids are gone”. “You’ve gotta make a life of your own, when
you’re on your own” she told us. She’s met lots of nice people there. Iris has spent 40
years on her own. She never married again - although she could have. She never
found love again. ‘You have to be in love to marry” she said. “Was Ken your first
boyfriend?” asked Glen “Oh gawd blimey no... I had a few. Bill had a motor bike,
and I used to go on the back, and I used to ride on the crossbar of Ken’s bike too”.
We spent a very entertaining time with Iris, listening to her life story, she made us a
lovely cuppa Rosy [Rosy Lee - Tea], although when we see her for lunch after Probus
it’s normally her favourite, a glass of Chardonnay! A lovely lady that both I and Glen
have an empathy with because, not only do we both come from south-east London,
so do our parents.

PROBUS NOTICE BOARD

ANN & ERNIE JOHNSON, WHO HAVE
JU ST CELEBRATED THEIR 62nd. WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

Gail Kelly has a ticket for
‘The Good Old Days’ Concert at Sydney
Town Hall on Monday 30th April that she
can no longer use. Any one that is
interested can speak to her at this
Wednesday’s Probus meeting or,
alternatively, phone me on 0476187670
Glen Davis (editor)

HARBOUR CRUISE PHOTOS
Ernie & Kay cutting The Probus
13th. Anniversary cake.
photo by Carole Gregory

IRISH SHOW PHOTOS

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook
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